










Information Paper 
On 

Department of Defense (DoD) Civilian Retiree Card 
 
 

Issue:  Have there Been any Changes or New Developments on Identification Cards for  
            Retired Teachers 
 
Background:  On December 30, 2005, the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness) authorized the issuance of a Civilian Retiree Card to DoD civilian employees.   
This authorization stated the retiree card would be produced by RAPIDS ID Card 
Facilities.  The RAPID Card Facilities were instructed to begin issuing the Retiree Card 
in late 2008.  This card is a trusted credential used to establish identity and affiliation to 
the DoD and provides retired DoD civilians with a "Uniform" DoD identification card 
that is easily recognized at any DoD base of facility within the United States, its 
territories, or possessions.  
 
Since many retired DoD civilians have no way of identifying their association with the 
DoD, this card provides them with a trusted credential to establish their identity and 
affiliation.  Some, but not all, military installations allow retired civilians access to 
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) facilities with proper identification.   
 
Recommendation:  Civilian employees who retire from any DoD Service Component or 
Agency are eligible to receive the retiree card after they begin receiving their retirement 
pay.  Civilian retirees can contact their local RAPID facility to request a retiree card. 
Retirees can locate the nearest RAPIDS site by visiting the following Web site:  
www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/owa/home.  When visiting the RAPIDS site, retirees must bring 
two forms of identification from the OMB I-9 document list (attached).  One must be a 
federal or state issued picture identification card.  Retirees must also have proof of pay 
grade at retirement. A list of acceptable documents can be obtained at www.formi9com.   
The Retiree Card must be renewed every 4 years.  The retiree card is an optional card that 
can be issued to civilian retiree who use base Morale Welfare and Recreational (MWR) 
facilities. The Installation Commander retains the authority to restrict access to MWR 
facilities for reasons that include local demand, facility capacity, and security 
concerns.  Civilian retirees may contact the Civilian Benefits Information Line by email 
at benefits@cpms.osd.mil or by telephone at (703) 696-6301.  
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